Pollination of Murnong (Microseris spp.)

	Microseris spp. (murnong or yam daisy) was, and still is, an important bush-tucker resource for indigenous people, and once upon a time, extensively covered the northern plains of Victoria in huge quantities. Thus, it was an important and easily procured resource for indigenous people. But due to agricultural practices taken up most of the land of the northern plain, the only populations of murnong that remain are in isolated grassland remnants and bushland. It is important to sustain these remaining populations, and even enhance their existing numbers by re-introducing propagated murnong plants back into the wild.
	The focus of my research was to determine the pollinators of murnong. Lasioglossum spp. (Halictidae family of native bees) was the most important pollinator of Microseris walteri (the species of murnong studied). Other insect species that are involved, but not as effective as Lasioglossum spp. was Apis mellifera (introduced honeybee), Eristalis spp. (hoverfly) and Amegilla spp. (Apidae family of native bees). For further details click on the link to the unpublished science journal regarding the pollinators of this murnong species:  “Pollination of a remnant Murnong (Microseris walteri) population in box-ironbark bushland of central Victoria by Lasioglossum spp. (native bee family of Halictidae)”.

